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Dear 5irs

. 1t was absolutly fascinating to —ead: “ilhelmshaven Disaster,
in the June issue. OGTOUP Captain larpis is to be highly commended for the excellent
article which recPeates, for me at least, this abortive fiasco exac’ly as it wase

Te only small cuibile I have with him is Fis assertion that,
" only one squadron, 214, formated well". lle se:ns to have forgotten that G 3Squadron
was considered the prime formating bomber squadron having been practicing formation
flying with © aircraft in three ¢roups of 3 all surmer in preparation for -the XV
International aviation .xhibition to be held at Zrussels snmic July and at. which we
viere to represent the 2.4.T. 1 see that I did about 21 hours training flying for this
which does not seen ruch these davs but which in the pre-vier n.5.5. vas cuite a bit.
Cur C.Co vas e re Lloyd vno v@s an extregme perfectionist. 1 world sav trat 1 wes
one of the best iellingtern formation nilots trat time which stond in.coad stead
ofPec. lFthe It was also a fact that a good deal of local tralnlng, at least so far
=T Tcdn. was concerned, :nvolved what was called: 'fighter evasion tactics'. In
this, sections of 2 2/c did such suicidel rgpouvers as "rotating vic', in vihich 10.2
a/c viould gain some 20! and pass OVer the top of ilo. le to take up 1i0e3S. nlace, while
lo.2. would lost some reight and passed under To. le to teke 0. Zse. place. 4ll of
which was supposed to throw the attacking fighters off whereas I suspect thrat all it
_did was to rmake it more difficult for our own gurners to reep the guns trained on ti®
., target.

The above fighter evaision tactics lead to the collision of 2
of 9 Sadne. aircraft right over vonnington village ard vhich 1 actually watched from
outside B Flight hanger. 1In this case, li0.2e lost sight of the leader and reduced
height to take up his new position toe early. ‘iis port airscrew cut off the Tear of
- tio. 1s. fuselage just aft of the astro dome. This caused him to do an incredibly

tight loop, his main plane comirg dowh on 102s. tail plare and thev both plunged into
a smal meadow rignt in the middle of the village. 9 crew members were killed and
this included S/Idr Lamb - €.C. Ae Flighi plus four otheT pilotss ot that this has
anything to do with the i{1lhelmshaven raid, it is just an aside on this matter of the
formation flyinge.

T

: tarris is, of course, perfectly right in his contention thaJif
'Higher Cormand's' planning s £or heavily armed bombers to fly in formation to and
from targets in formation,pIOpghing their way through the fighters, then we should
rave all beeh adecuately trained in such flying. &s it was, the pajority were hopeles
slv untrainedidn such flyirg,
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-heard this before ard

//

4s tc the contention that ../0cir iellett flew too fast: I tave |
do not agres with it. I found his speed, vhatever it wes to :
be cuite suitable and c ag w22 seen. 1 maintaired tight fommation
as ordered even on toe outside of turns. I kept tucked in behind “arris and would
also have bTouart mv three home if Ramshaw hadn't hod some tanks holed. 1 tad 2
port tank holed and trarsferred fuel to the other side. s it was, Wy, around crew
said that the tanks had nothing muchybut the strong smell of petrol in them!
S eclfgRrR s WEFT

. Like rarris, I saw very little of the battlepxept the criss-
cross of tracer bullets and the occaisicnal fighter. /e were hit severzl tirmes
though nothing serious;as I remember and I seem to recall beirg told that there were

52 toles in the aircraft. ,
Ae————

This particular trip foms the preface of ilax Yastinys book:
Bomber Command which I expect many of your readers have read. 1 had cuite an exchange
of letters and tapes with Jax llastings vten he was writing it.

Znclosed is a photo to prove my point about the fomiation
flying plus 2 couple of ot“ers which you might find arusinge They are photos cf
photos and may not be adecuate for printing but you yre welcome tc use them if you
wish.

.

Y Lastly: I was Lientioned in Despatches for this, I suprose it
was for this as it is dated 20th. Januery 1940 and I certainly did not de any other
operations betveen these dates. I did do the raid to Zrunsbuttel on Sept. 3rd, got
tqf3:a/c nack to Zngland f{ and vas within 20 mins. of dropping the first bomb of the
wvar) as well as x=F#% cther sweeps looking for Usrman navy vessels, though I do not
think thzt trese xuns would have any contributing factor to this 'mention'.

. : Yours very trulvy,

{’eter “.‘:rant. :-:,'? .I..:.’ .T: .C.
~
S/Ldr retde.

@

, of ny craws, ~1,
. footnote: Should vou print an of this, and it is sern by .. iarris or any member
I do hore trey will get in touch with me if they so wish. T an not

a subscriber to vour incerdible macazine and vill h ve no wavy of
knowing of anv further writings on this matter.urless you print ay
address of forward any correspondence zrising from it.

is it chanced to turn out, I was visiting with my son and his wife in
Cttava. He is a charter pilot ard flvs fo- a2 company called Sradley
Avitation who do charter work in the iorth. :hile ihere, another nilet
of his aguaintance stopped by with the copy to ask if this F/Lt Crant
was his dad. ‘ell, as 7/Lt Grant was actuvally there it turned out to
be wguite an interesting afternooni




